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Oeyond the wharf elephants and palanquins were waiting. A
procession was formed and they went to the Comptroller's house,
where a meal was ready, the midday meal, there being some hun-
dreds of dishes simultaneously on the table, so that a guest might
help himself to what took his fancy. Most were of a rational char-
acter, says Manrique, but there were certain eccentricities like
roast snake and fried rat which he personally avoided* Afterwards
they were conducted to a house which had been prepared for
them. The Comptroller bade them farewell with every promise of
goodwill.
They expected the audience to take place next day, the 26th of
July 1650, but there was a certain delay, the reason given being
that the Tnng was making a lenten fast, and not till August the 1st
were they summoned to the palace. The intervening week was
spent by Manrique in confessing the Christians resident in the
vicinity and in celebrating the Mass. One of the rooms of the house
was fitted up as a chapel, the Japanese bringing silks and rugs
which made it look very well. Some of the Catholics had not con-
fessed for eight or nine years and their confessions in consequence
were exceedingly long. One man came in—he must have been
some kind of an Indian—and throwing himself at the Friar's feet
said he had not confessed for nineteen years, during which time
he had lived with an Arakanese woman, who regarded herself as
his wife, though, as he had not been married to her according to
the Catholic rites, he knew well that their relationship was one of
sin. So sinful had he felt that relationship to be that when, some
nine years before, an Augustinian had visited Arakan, he was
afraid to confess. But now he dared not outrage God any longer,
he said. Manrique led hi™ to the chapel and invited "him to begin.
'The good man wept so, from sorrow and compunction, that he
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